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Last year was one of the most profitable 
years in movie history, with the thirty 
highest earning movies alone posting a 
cumulative box office haul of eighty-two 
billion dollars. While 2019 saw major ac-
complishments, such as an unprecedent-
ed eight movies joining the billion-dollar 
club in one year, 2020 was on track for 
an even more successful run. At the start 
of the new year, there were almost a doz-
en blockbusters scheduled for release, 
all movies with hundreds of millions of 
dollars in investment. Ten months in, 
and not a single one has managed to 
even touch the half-billion dollar mark. . .

Read more from our features section
online at readthemike.com 

In working to discover the relationship and dialogue between science and faith, The 
Mike sat down with St. Mike’s alumnus and Assistant Professor Adam Hincks, who is 
cross-appointed in the department of Astronomy and Astrophysics and St. Michael’s 
College. He is also the Sutton Family Chair in Science, Christianity and Cultures . . .

Read more from our logos section 
online at readthemike.com

As tensions escalate and stakes 
are raised in the dispute between 
Indigenous Mi’kmaq lobster fishermen 
and non-Indigenous fishermen on 
the coast of Nova Scotia, a broader 

reflection on the role of settler-colonial 
governance must again be examined 
and evaluated in the reconciliation 
of such Indigenous communities. 

What began as a violent accost 
of one Indigenous fisherman . . .

Read more from our opinion section 
online at readthemike.com

“Navi,” short for navigator, is the new virtual assistant that will help students 
find mental health support resources. It is available for all University of Toronto 
(U of T) students and was developed by U of T‘s Presidential & Provostial Task 
Force on Student Mental Health. Navi represents an important part of the task 
force’s plan to improve students’ mental health and wellbeing. Sandy Welsh, U 
of T’s vice-provost, states that it will be “a simpler way to access mental health 
information and services,” something students have been asking for since 2019  . . .

Read more from our news section 
online at readthemike.com
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The Death of Cinema: Hollywood’s Gambit
The Effects Coronavirus has had on the Film Industry
Suramya Singh, The Mike Contributor
Last year was one of the most profitable years 
in movie history, with the thirty highest earn-
ing movies alone posting a cumulative box of-
fice haul of eighty-two billion dollars. While 2019 
saw major accomplishments, such as an unprec-
edented eight movies joining the billion-dollar 
club in one year, 2020 was on track for an even 
more successful run. At the start of the new year, 
there were almost a dozen blockbusters sched-
uled for release, all movies with hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in investment. Ten months in, and 
not a single one has managed to even touch the 
half-billion dollar mark. While Avengers: Endgame 
single handedly earned almost four billion dollars 
in 2019, the total box office earnings for 2020 
has barely managed to crawl past that threshold. 

This should not be too surprising to anyone who 
has turned on a TV or gone on the Internet in the 
past 10 months. COVID-19 has devastated whole 
economies, is it any wonder that an industry that 
requires people collecting in an enclosed room 
together for hours was not spared? In the era of 
social distancing, the thought of sitting in a the-
atre with dozens of strangers is enough to make 
one’s skin crawl. Coupled with a decrease in dis-
posable income, things like ‘going to the cine-
ma’ would be first on many people’s list of frivol-
ities that can be foregone. But the implications 
of the pandemic’s effect on the movie industry 

are more profound than one can imagine. In an 
effort to adapt to their new surroundings, movie 
studios have already sprung to action and tried 
to develop strategies to minimize their losses.

One of the first milestones in this journey was 
the release of Trolls: The World Tour. Budgeted 
at roughly a hundred million dollars, it was green-
lit as a sequel to Trolls, a highly successful 2016 
movie that grossed over three hundred and forty 
million on a budget less than half that size. Initially 
scheduled for release in early April, COVID related 
worries led to a slight change: on April 10, Trolls: 
The World Tour would release in North America 
both in theatres (whichever were still in business) 
and on-demand for $19.99. In a statement on the 
decision, the NBC Universal CEO, Jeff Shell, said 
“Universal Pictures has a broad and diverse range 
of movies with 2020 being no exception. Rather 
than delaying these films or releasing them into a 
challenged distribution landscape, we wanted to 
provide an option for people to view these titles in 
the home that is both accessible and affordable.” 
The fact that for Video-on-Demand (VOD) releases, 
the movie studio gets to keep eighty percent of the 
sales (as opposed to the fifty percent they receive 
from theatre sales) alone is enough to justify a di-
rect-to-home-video release. Universal figured they 
would face losses at the box office in any case, so 
why not try to maximize profits on all fronts and to 

make the best of the situation? The World Tour’s re-
lease date also coincided with Easter Break in many 
parts of the world, meaning it was expected to per-
form well with families and children on holiday. So, 
while the move to home release was obviously cal-
culated, it was not expected to be a game-changer.

Within just three weeks, the movie was rented over 
five million times, earning over a hundred million 
dollars. Gauging by the trailer, that’s a lot more than 
what it could have hoped to make solely from a the-
atre release. High on the success of their experi-
ment, Universal Studios announced their intentions 
to make multi-platform releases the norm for the fu-
ture, pandemic or not. This declaration was, howev-
er, met with outrage by some. America’s largest cin-
ema chain, AMC, announced a boycott of Universal 
movies intended for simultaneous home release . . .

Continue reading at
readthemike.com

Tips and Tricks to Stay Motivated Throughout the Winter
A curated list of tips for students to stay active and motivated despite lockdowns 
and gloomy weather
Isabelle Buchanan, Features Editor
We’ve all been there; it’s a rainy, grey day, you 
can feel the autumn chill in the air, and all you 
want to do is stay in bed, under a cozy blanket, 
watching Netflix. Trust me, I’ve been there my 
fair share amount of times. It’s normal, and prob-
ably healthy, to have those lazy days every now 
and then, especially as it gets colder out. How-
ever, with everything moving online and many 
cities going into their second lockdown, on top 
of the gloomy weather, many students might 
find themselves staying inside for days on end. 

Staying inside and being fairly inactive is very 
detrimental to both one’s physical and men-
tal health. Students will likely find themselves 
feeling more detached from others, unmotivat-
ed, difficulty concentrating, anxious, and more. 
Online school is rough enough as is, students 
don’t need extra stressors. That’s where I come 
in: I’ve put together a list of my tips and tricks 
to keep me motivated throughout the dreary 
months. Hopefully you’ll find some of these useful!

1. Find workouts you enjoy.

Many people find exercising daunting, exhaust-
ing, and quite frankly, boring. However there’s 
so many different types of exercise, it’s difficult 
to not enjoy any type of workout. Maybe circuit 
training isn’t for you, but there’s pilates, yoga, 
sports, or even something as simple as walking.

One good thing to come out of things moving on-
line is that you can now find almost any type of 
workout online. Many trainers are posting workouts 
for free to Instagram live, or have started their own 
websites that you can get monthly subscriptions 
to. Many of these subscriptions offer free trials, 
so you can have the opportunity to try out many 
different platforms, without breaking the bank

2. Schedule your workouts.

I get it: we’re all University of Toronto students, 
we’re all incredibly busy. Trust me, when I get over-

whelmed, exercise is the first thing kicked out of 
my routine. However, working out is so important, 
not only for your physical health, but also for your 
mental health. Exercise has shown to increase mo-
tivation and concentration, and linked to better 
performance in school and work, while decreas-
ing symptoms of anxiety and depression. So why 
do we always cut out exercise when we get busy?

I’m not saying you need to workout for an hour ev-
ery day; in fact, I think you should start off small, 
and work your way up. Choose a realistic amount 
of time to workout, even if that means 30 minutes 
once or twice a week. Setting realistic goals will 
motivate you to stick to your plan; conversely, being 
overly ambitious can be discouraging, as you might 
feel like you failed if you do not meet your goals . . . 

See more tips at
readthemike.com
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Issue Three of The Mike is Out Online!
Click to read the full article

Visit us at readthemike.com for the 
full issue and more news
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